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RE VIE W of the State of the Antedilu- 
vian WoRLD: Wherein is ſet forth 

|, The Inconſiſtency of the Imagination of Pre 

Alamites. 55 | 

. From the concife Account which Moſes gives 

w of the Poſterity of Adam and Eve, we may 

ally conclude, that there were Multitudes of their 

Poſterity on the Earth when Cain ſlew Abel. 

III. From his ſucceeding Accounts may be ob- 

krved that the World was pretty well Peopled 

wen in the Days of Adam. 

v. How decay'd Religion was revived by Seth. 

V. That it was continued in the Patriarchs in 

de Line to Noab. 


bad marrying the Daughters of Men, &c. 

VII. The Goodneſs of God in putting a Stop, 
by an univerſal Deluge, to thoſe monſtrous Vio- 
ſinces that univerſal Wickedneſſes had occaſioned. 
To which is added, A ſhort Discouxsg upon 
e Preaching of Chrift to the Spirits in Priſon, 
mich were ſometimes diſobedient in the Days of 
Noah, &c. hs 5 | 
The PaETACE, containing Directions how the 
ſtorical Parts of the Scriptures ought to be look- 
q upon; and that That Part of the Scriptures, 
lich contains Laws and Precepts, has not been ſo 


judge of Corruptions by Commentators, &c. 

All which being carefully obſerved, will make the Sacred 
'1tmgs appear in their trueſt Luſtre. 

Y BENJAMIN PARKER, Author of the Philo- 
pical Meditations, Philoſophical Diſſertations, Survey of the 
* Days Wark of the Creation, c. 


VI. How the Degeneracy from Religion ſpread, 
ud of the Antediluvian Giants, and of the Sons of 


zpable of Corruptions by Tranſcribers, and how 
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HE CHRISTIAN 's LIBRARY, or a 
ſure. Guide to Heaven, contaiffing the 
great Speculative and Practical Truths of ou 
Holy Religion fully proved; with ſolid Diſcourſ 
on the Creep, LorD's PRA YER, TEN Coy: 
MANDMENTS, and the Two SACRAMENTS of t 
Church. Together with Directions in Times 0 
Sickxtss, and how to prepare for a happy Dz at, 
and a merciful JupeuenT. To which are added, 
Morning and Evening Prayers, and Collects on 
moſt Occaſions, 8 for the Uſe of Fami- 
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T HE LIFE of Auguſtus Ceſar, contain. 
ag che moſt able Events of that 
Age. With a general Idea of the Manners 0 
the Raman People under his Reign, and the Plan 
of his Government and Politics. To which is 
prefix d, by wa Fes Introduction, a ſhort and 


Clear View of the firſt . Tan- ; 
7 wer: ſom: he French. 
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ſonvenſion founded on Conviction of 
Hin. 
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HE following Sermon, which 
MS of as the haſty Production of a 
1 broken Week, is, contrary both 
es my Intention and Inclination, 
A wreiſted from me to make its 
Appearance in Publick, by the Requeſt of ſeveral 
lla beard it, and ſome of my Friends, with 
en Importunity I could not rept. | 


I my 


L vi] | 

I muſt not diſſemble another Reaſon which haf 
been urged for its Publication, viz, That the! 
Tendency of it was miſunderſtood, or miſrepre. 
ſented, by ſome of the Hearers: At which albert 
were much furprized, fince it appeared to them, 
as it muſt to every candid Reader, that 1 
Diſcourſe could be more entirely free fron 
the malignant Leaven of a Party-Spirit, 
againſt the very Appearance of which, J 
think myſelf obliged in Conſcience to guard; 
eſpecially at thoſe Seaſons, when it would be 
nothing leſs than a Prophanation of the Py]. 
pit, and defeat the Succeſs of the beſt intend- | 
ed Addreſſes from it. And therefore T take 


this Opportunity of declaring once for all I 
That I cannot but look upon the Bigotry and 1 
Malevolence irh obich PARTY-D1s- Ml © 
TINCTIONS, both in Church and State, Y 
have been fo often proſecuted on all Sides of 
amongſt us, as the Bane of good Neighbour. A 


hocd, a Diſgrace to Proteſtantiſm, and an 
Abomination moſt contrary fo the whole Ge- 
nius and Deſign of Chriſtianity; from which 
therefore every good Man, and more particu- 


larly every Chriſtian Miniſter, ſhould be ten- 0 
derly ſolicitous to keep himſelf unſpotted. — 
By this Maxim I ftrive fo regulate my Con- 7] 
duct, as well ds my Preaching ; the conſtant e 
Tenor of which is, Repentance from dead} Þ 


Works, 


[ vii ] 

Works, Faith in our Lord Jesvs CHRIST, 
and the other eſſential Parts of true Reli- 
gion, as laid gown in the Goſpel of PE ACE: 
Aud from a ſtrict Adberence to theſe Rules, 
60 D being my Helper, neither the Hope 
of Favour, nor the Fear of Diſpleaſure, 
from any Quarter whatever, ſhall diſcourage 
me. 

I think proper to premiſe here, That this 
Sermon in general has Reſpect to thoſe no- 
minal Chriſtians, who have led careleſs, world- 
ly, or wicked Lives; and not to the Caſe of 
thoſe happy Perſons, who have attained to 
advanced Degrees of Godlineſs, by a gradual 
Progreſs in the Chriſtian Life from their 
Puth upward : As alſo, That if I had been 
deſirous of eftabhiſhing a Reputation for Depth 
of Reaſoning, Delicacy of Style, or Politeneſs 
of Addreſs,” I ſhould on no Terms bave per- 
mitted ſo plain a Diſcourſe to make ſuch a 
public Appearance. Some perhaps may de- 
ie it for want .of Ornaments of that Kind; 
—— Ornaments, which yet on ſome Occaſions 
it may be Wiſdom to avoid: And if in this 
artleſs Form it be fitter to promote the GOO D 
o SOULS, (which I defire much more than 
FAME,) it will be an ample Recompence, 
The Eagerneſs of Attention with which it 
was beard by a crouded Audience, the good 
Reception it met with from the Generality of 


them, 
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| them, and the Opinion of ſeveral judicious 
Friends as to the Probability of its future Le- 
Fulneſs, encourage me to hope, that it may 
be the Means of producing ſome valuable Ef 
fees thro the Concurrence of the Divine Bleſ- 

| Aug, to which J humbly recommend it. 
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Now when they heard this, they were 
pricked in their Heart, and ſaid 
unto Peter, and to the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, What 
Hall we do ? MES 


'© Chap ter of three Thouſand 
wy Le Faith of CHRIST in one 


the Apoſtles. A glorious 
Beginning of the Work of 

Cop on the Hearts of Sinners! A convincing 
Demonſtration of the Power of the Hor y 
CnosT ; which now, according to our SA- 
our s Promiſe, deſcended upon his Em- 
badors, and rendered their Miniſtry effec- 
mal to the Conyerfion of many more Thou- 
ands in all Parts of the known World: So 
B mightily 
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8 Sg E bre an Account in this 
=) Soul being converted to the 


y Day, by the Preaching of 
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alem, great Numbers flocked to the Temple, 2 


mightily grew the Word of GOD, and pre- 
dailed, under the Conduct and Influence of WM ** 
this Heavenly Diſpenſer ! 7 5 
The miraculous Deſcent of the Holy 
GnosT being noiſed abroad throughout Fery. | 


many of them doubtleſs led by a natural| 
Curioſity to fee ſo. extraordinary a Sight, 
Now there happened to be preſent in this 
mixt Multitude Fews of fifteen different Na- 
tions and Countries, who in Obedience to 
the Law of Moſes were come up to Feruſa- 
lem to the Feaſt : For though from the Time 
of the Babyloniſi Captivity they were diſ- 
perſed almoſt over the Face of the whole 
Earth, yet they religiouſly kept the Paſſover 
at 7eruſalem ; and many ſtayed there till af- 
ter the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, which was inſti- 
tuted in Memory of the Delivery of the Law 
on Mount Sinai. 

Peter being moved by the Hoy Ghost, 
takes Occaſion from this great Concourſe of 
People to preach unto them CHRIST a Sa- 
VIOUR; to prove to them from their own 
Scriptures, that the ſame IE sus whom they 
had crucified was the Meſiab therein fore- 
told; and to infiſt upon his Reſurrection 
from the Dead, and Exaltation at the Right 
Hand of Gop. Upon which we read, that 
they, i.e. ſuch of them as believed, wer? 
pricked in their Hearts, and ſaid, Men Fi, 
"4g i | Bre- 


As xix. 20. 


3 
Brethren, What ſhall we do ? Then Peter ſaid 
unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the Name of F ESUS CHRIST, 
for the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhall receive the 
Gift ofthe HOLY GHOST.—And with 
many other Words did he teſtify and exhort. 
Now here it is obſervable, 1½, How Gop Al- 
mighty makes uſe of Natural, in conjunction 
with Supernatural Cauſes, to bring about the 
gracious Effect of Goſpel-Salvation ; and by 
a wonderful Caſt of his Providence improves 
the moſt common, and to us ſeemingly ac- 


his Power and Glory. Thus, out of a mixt 
Multitude, brought together by meer natural 
Curioſity, to ſee ſome new Thing, no leſs 
than three Thouſand Souls were caught in 
the Net of the Goſpel, by thoſe Fiſbers of 
Men, as our SAv1ouR forenamed the Apo- 
ſtles. And I doubt not but many a one, who 
has come to Church upon no better a Princi- 
ple, has been caught in like manner, and 
been pricked to the Heart, where he only 
expected Entertainment for the Ear. 
2dly, We may learn hence, that the Lok D 
bath appointed the Ordinance of Preach- 
ing, as \ moſt general and effectual Means 
of making Converts to CHRIST, even in 
Preference to Miracles. And were it poſſible 
to make the Calculation, I doubt not, but 
for one Perſon proſelyted to Chriſtianity by 
. B 2 the 


cidental Occurrences, to the Manifeſtation of 
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che Miracles wrought by the Hands of the 


Apoſtles, Hundreds were brought over by 


their Preaching : Nay, it is plainly declared, 


that a Miracle would be ineffectual where 
Preaching is unprofitable. F they will not bear 
Moſes and the Prophets, (for they were preach. 
ed to the Jews every Sabbath Day, ) neither 
will they be perſuaded though one roſe from the 
Dead*. Now, who will fay, that the Goſ- 
pel of CuRIST, which has brought Life and 
Immortality to light with clearer Evidence 
than was ever done before, is not as power- 
ful a Means of Conviction as the Law and 
the Prophets ?——Beſides, Miracles declare 
no Truth ; they only bear Teſtimony to the 
Miſſion and Authority of him that works 
them, and ſo become the Seal of his Com- 
miſſion ; whereas Preaching is the Commil- 
ſion itſelf: And therefore, the outward Evi- 
dence and Authority of Chriſtianity being once 
eſtabliſhed, the Work of Converſion was 
thenceforward to reſt upon Preaching, by a 
ſtanding Ordinance in the Church of Cr 157 
for ever. 

But the carnal Reaſoner, ever wiſe in his 
own Conceit, will be ready to aſk, If Read- 
ing will not do the Buſineſs full as well? 
Are there not as good Sermons in Print, as 


any that are Preached ? And therefore, may 
we not receive as good Improvement in 0ur | 


Cloſets, as at Clurch ? 
J an- 


Luke xvi. 31. 
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1 anſwer, that Reading even the beſt 
Books, however excellent a Means of Know- 
ledge in its proper Place, will not do fo 
well under the Neglect of Goſpel-Preaching, 
where People have the Opportunity of at- 
tending on it. We have no Warrant to ſet 
up this or that Method of Improvement, in 
Oppoſition to a Divine Command. Faith 
d Grace are the free Gifts of Gop, which 
he will beſtow upon his own Terms: And if 
he has been pleaſed. to annex theſe to Preach. 
ng, in Conjunction with other Ordinances, 
what haſt thou to reply? Follow Gop in 
his own Way, if thou hopeſt to obtain the 


the WW Blefiing. 

rks When Eliſba directed Naaman to go and 
m- waſh in Jordan ſeven Times, with a Promiſe 
ni- that he ſhould be cleanſed of his Leproſy, 
i- e conceited Syrian, like theſe Self-Willers, 
nce vas for being Healed his own Way, or not 
was at all: Are not, ſays he, Abana and Phar- 
y 2 WY for Rivers of Damaſcus, better than all the 


Waters of Iſrael *? And better Rivers perhaps 
they might be; but yet he might have 
waſhed in them ſeventy Times ſeven, and 
not have found his Cure. In like Manner, 
the three Thouſand that were converted on 
the Day of Pentecoſt, and the Eunuch that 
was going down to Ætbiopia in his Chariot, 
might have read all their Lives long, with- 
out attaining to a ſaving Knowledge of JEsus 
CuR1ST, if he had not brought the former 


to 


* 2 Kings v. 12. 


6 
to hear St. Peter, and ſent Philip to preachf 
to the latter. 1 

But to come to the particular Effect which 
St. Peter's Preaching had upon his Hearer An 
as expreſſed in the Verſe of the Text: They d 
were pricked in their Heart, and ſaid uni 
Peter, and to the reſt of the Apoſtles, Men WM "® 
and Brethren, what - ſhall we d? 

An undiſcerning Reader may be led by 
two Paſlages in this Chapter, to ſuppoſe that 
the Compunction of Heart here ſpoken of 
was owing to their having had a Hand in 
ſhedding the Blood of CHRIST; foraſmuch 
as the Apoſtle ſeems to lay this to their 
Charge: As in the Verſe preceding the Text, 
Let all the Houſe of Iſrael know aſſured, 
that GOD hath made that ſame fESUS WM”. 
ꝛobom ye bave crucified, both LORD ond WM 
CHRIST. But the Accuſation lies only 
againſt them in general, as Fews, and of the 
ſame Kindred and Religion with thoſe that 
had perpetrated this horrid Fact; andis not le- 
velled at them in particular. For ſeveral of 
them came from afar, juſt in the Junctute 
of this Tranſaction; and were probably un- 
acquainted with the Perſon and Doctrine of 
our Lok p, and with the Proceedings of the 
Rulers againſt him at the Time of his Con- 
demnation. e 

The Uſe I would make of the foregoing } 
Obſervation is this, That the pricking f tht 


Heart here ſpoken of, was not on — | 


* 2 


21 

Wl cf their being Jews, but Sinners; and as 
ach, liable to the Wrath and Vengeance of 
umighty Gop : And the inward Remorſe 
ind Anguiſh of Soul which they felt at this 
Time, was the Power of the SPIRIT of Gop 
working in them; whoſe Office we are told it 
x, to convince the Worldof Sin*, It was a Stroke 
ofthe ſame Sword, which ſmote St. Pau/ to the 
Heart at his Converſion, when trembling and 
efoniſhed he firſt owned CHRIST for his 
(AVIOUR, and cried out, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do F? And which, upon the 
like Occaſion, pierced the Jailor to the 
Quick, when he ſo haſtily addreſſed Paul and 


Silas in the Priſon, with, Sirs what muſt. I 
75 WY & 7 be ſaved ? Nor is the SpIRI T leſs 
ni WJ nighty in its Operations now, than it was 


then: The Word of Gop is ſtill quick and 


the powerful, and when ſent home to the Heart 
bat by an Impulſe of Divine Grace, does as fully 
le- WH convince, and effectually reform, as if it 


came out of the Mouth of St. Peter, or 
dt. Paul. 


And here I am led to ſpeak a Word of 


of WY ſudden Converſions. It muſt indeed be al- 
the WH owed, that Caſes of this Nature are not ſo 
n- Wl "quent now, as they were in the Times of 

the Apoſtles. — They might then be Neceſ- 
ing ary, to anſwer the Deſign of the ſpeedy Pro- 
the WH Pagation of Chriſtianity ; and the Rapidity 
unt ot the Progreſs which the Goſpel made upon 

of 


* John avi. 8. + Ads ix. 6. 1 Ads avi. 30. 
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[8] 
its firſt Entrance into the World, afforded * 
mong many others a ſtrong Proof of its Divi- 
nity.—Beſides, The Benefit of an early Educa. 
tion in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and conſtant Opportunities of attending on thel 
Means of Grace, are Advantages which we 
enjoy, but they did not : And therefore it is, 
that the Buſineſs of Religion 1s now ſuffered 
to be carried on by more gradual Advance: 
in the Soul, and as it were Step by Step; 
whereas Numbers of hem were uſually pro- 
felyted to the Faith at one Time by a ſingle 
Sermon : So that the Kingdom of GOD. or 
the Coming of the Son of Man in the Gol- 
pel Diſpenſation, might well be compared 
to Lightning, which cometh out of the Eal, 
and ſhineth even unto the Weſt *; fo quickly 
did the Light of the glorious Goſpel of 
CHrR1sT, coming from the Eaſtern, diffuſe: 
itſelf over the Weſtern Parts of the World, 
—— But tho' it be confeſſed, that the Work 
of Gop is not uſually carried on now, with 
the ſame Diſpatch as formerly; yet to deny 
that there are any Inſtances of ſudden Con- 
verſions, nay to ſay that there are not many, 
is to contradict the Experience of Numbers, 
who have been awakened all at once by 
the 8pIR TT of Gop under the Miniſtry ofthe 
Word, and ſtirred up by a wonderful and] 
inexplicable Influence on their Souls, to en- 


quire, What they ſhall do to be ſaved? 
| TI know, 


Matt. xxiv. 27. 
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I know, that Experimental Religion has 


lng been under much Diſcredit with us: And 
[am ſorry for it; for it is, among others, 


ineſs that is amongſt us. 

A great Part of Proteſtants are become 
ſery Papiſts, without knowing it; they are 
for going to Heaven in the Way of an out- 
ward Worſhip, and for ſacrificing to Gop 
of that which coſts them little or nothing. 
Forms and Ceremonies, and ſome external 
Works, conſiſt well enough with inward 
Impurity, and offer no Violence to corrupt 


Nature ; and therefore they are well content 
bw bb be Religious at ſo cheap a Rate. But do 
"Witt, my Brethren, thus. deceive your own 
5 wol; for this is building a Tower which 
0 annot reach unto Heaven, for its Foundation 


uin the Duſt, If you would be in reality 
what you pretend to be, you muſt dig deeper, 
nd lay the Foundation lower. The polluted 
ountain muſt be cleanſed, and the deadly 
Waters thereof healed by the Salt of a true 


en A . nn * 

. Y ad anguiſhing Repentance “. Neither will 
C a 

ny, | 

* 5 N 

ers, * ]. would by no Means be underſtood here, as limiting 

by de Divine Being to any particular Method of Operation: 

the i 1 am verily perſuaded, that there have been many In- 


ace may have been ſwallowed up immediately in a joy- 
Senſe of pardoning Grace; yet I believe, enough is gene- 
uy, if not na felt, to vindicate the Expreſſion I 
le uſed. —— And I muſt ſeriouſly warn Perſons, who are 
oſt ready to blame ſuch Kind of Language, to take heed of 
"aging the premature Joys of thoſe, who may prove no 
ure than Stony. Ground Hearers. 


fad Argument of the great Decay of God- 


ances of fincere Converſion, where the Anguiſh of Repen- 


| I 

3 | 

a Partial Reformation make us real Chri- 
ſtians: This is only lopping off the Boughs andi 
Branches from the Tree of Evil, which will! 
- ſprout again the more: But we muſt |; 
the Axe to the Root of the Tree, and dow 
with it even to the Ground: We muſt reg 
pent and turn unto the Lord with deep Hy 
miliation, that he may make us clean Hearts 
and renew a right Spirit within us. 
But Sorrow and Sadneſs are Things ſo con 
trary to the Bent of our Nature, and lie { 
croſs to every Appetite and Inclination o 


Fleſh and Blood, that few People can bea ” 
to hear of Mourning * and Mortification / 
in Religion, —— We are called the Treubler 
of Iſrael, as Abab ſtiled Elijab ||, when n 
inſiſt upon theſe Doctrines; or elſe are rel ') 
proached with bringing an evil Report up 
the good Land, by giving ſuch a diſcouraging 

Repreſentation of it, But this we cannc G 
help; for we muſt take Human Nature iiﬀ 
we find it, and Religion as we find it; and b 
content with ſuch Remedies for our Miſery 
as Sin has made neceſſary. lc 
Had Man continued in his firſt Eſtate, an fu 
all the Sons and Daughters of Adam preſerve ſn 
their Innocence; in that Caſe, to talk on ” 
Sorrow would have been bringing ſtrang © 
Things to their Ears, for nothing but f. - 


Voice of Foy would have been known # 


the Dwellings of the Righteous &. But th 


1 Pſal. li. 10. * Matt. v. 4. + Rom. vill. . 
Col, 111, 5 | I Kings xvlii. 17. 9 Plal. cxvil. I} 
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is not the Caſe with us now; for Sin has 


deeply infected our Nature: And Sin is the 
Parent of Sorrow, and Evangelical Sorrow 
i ſovereign Means for its Cure. Say not 
then to us, Speak unto us ſmooth Things *, 
and preach them /moorbly : For we muſt ſuit 
our Diſcourſes to your Needs, and not to 
jour Likings ; and therefore are frequently 
call'd upon in Duty to ſpeak ſharp Things, 
and to ſpeak them ſharply, if ſo by any 
Means we may prick you to the Heart, and 
bring you to cry out, What ſhall we do to be 
ſaved? 

But it may be aſk'd here, Why Gop Al- 
mighty bath made the Burden of Sin fo hea- 
y, and the Work of Converſion fo piercing 
to the Soul of the Penitent ? I anſwer, 

Firſt, That he doth this in Grace and 
Goodneſs, to divorce our Hearts from Sin; 
by giving us a feeling Senſe of the Bitterneſs 
and Evil that is in it, All the Arguments 
and Perſuaſions in the World would be inſuf- 
cient to prevail with us to forſake our ſin- 
ful Luſts and wicked Ways, if we were not to 
{mart for them; if we were not to be humbled 
under the Remembrance of them, and to be 
terrified at the Sight of that Defilement which 
they have brought upon the Soul, and its 
Danger on that Account. Hg 
| Secondly, This painful Senſe of Sin and 
ts Malignity, brings us to ſee our Need of 
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a SAVIOUR, and teaches us to prize the Be. 
ne fit of our Redemption by his Blood. People 
may talk of CyR1sT with ſeeming Reve— 
rence, and profeſs to believe in him with a 
Shew of Sincerity ; but he is only (weet and 
amiable to the Sin- ſick Soul. As Liberty to _ W] 
the Captive, and Sight to the Blind, fo is} 
CHRIST truly precious to. the labouring and M. 
heavy laden Penitent. Grace then truly ap- WM i»; 
pears Grace, when Sin appears to be Sin, —| 
Whilſt we think ourſelves in Safety, and all! 
to be well with us, in a vain Confidence of 
its own Sufficiency the Heart of Man is apt Wl i; 
to cry out, as the Devils did, What have I 10 
do with thee, Feſus ! But when the Soul is 
made truly ſenſible of its Sin and Miſery, n 
and finds itſelf ſinking in the deep Waters, 
it then flieth unto JESUS for Help, and with 
Peter crieth out, LO RD ſave me, or 1 
periſh * |! | 
Thirdly, Inward Suffering and Compunc- 
tion on Account of Sin, diſpoſes the Heart 
for Grace, and makes it both receptive and 
retentive of its Impreſſions. It breaks up the 
fallow Ground, and mollifies the ſtony 
Heart, and gives free Acceſs to the Word of 
the LoxD. On a Soil thus prepared, the Dew 
of Heavenly Grace and Inſtruction deſcends | 
as Rain into a Fleece of Wool. | 
What is the Reaſon, that the Word preach- 


ed is attended with ſo little Profit to the 
| | Souls e 


Matt. xiv, 30. 


3 
souls of many; inſomuch that neither the 
promiſes nor the Threatnings, neither the 


{ forth by us, have any more Effect upon 
ſuch, to bring them nearer to Gop, than the 
Whiſtling of the Wind? Or if our Sermons 
are liſtened to, and perhaps the Style or 
Matter of them commended, yet they are 
unto them but as a lovely Song of one that 
hath a pleaſant Voice, and can play well on 
an Inſtrument ; for they hear the Words, but 
h them not, Ezek. xxxiii. 32. What, I ſay, 
s the Reaſon of this, but becauſe you have 
hardened your Hearts as Flints, ſo that the 
keeneſt Arrows from the Quiver, though 
am'd aright, cannot pierce them. The 
Word, like the Seed that fell upon ſtony 
Ground, gains no Admittance into them; and 
s it taketh no Root downward, ſo neither 
can it bring forth Fruit upward. Your Con- 
ſciences are yet unawakened ; you are yet 
na State of Spiritual Death : May the Gop 
ol Strength ſupply the Defe& of his Ordi- 
nances, and break the Gates of Braſs, and 
[mite the Bars of Iron aſunder, that Jesvus 


may enter into his Temple, and dwell 
there! 


come in for a Share in the Cauſe of our Un- 
lucceſsfulneſs. You ſee, that we are Men 


klves, and have not yet attained to that 
Pitch 


Mercies nor the Judgments of the Lorp, as 


But perhaps, there are other Reaſons that 


of like Paſſions and Infirmities with your- 
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 fering Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them 


ry of Reconciliation and accordingly, tho 
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Pitch of Perfection which we preach tf 
others: But let not that prejudice you again 
the Means of your own Perfection. We feel! 
and lament our Weakneſs and Unworthineſ | 
and we confeſs our great Need of Forgive. 
neſs at the Hands of Gop, and our Need off 
your Prayers to Gop for us: But yet, to ſuch] 
as we are, is a Diſpenſation committed, and! 
Moe be to us, if we preach not the Goſpel*, And 
tho' you have this Treaſure in earthen Veſſel; +,] 
yet deſpiſe not the Riches of the former, on ac- 
count of the Meanneſs of the latter. You can- 
not have Angels for your Miniſters ; and if you 
could, the Matter, perhaps, would not be ſo 
much mended as you ſuppoſe; for it is not 
the Inſtrument, but the Power and Bleſſing 
of Gop going along with it, that muſt effed 
your Converfion: Beſides, thoſe pure and ſpot- 
leſs Beings, as they have no Defilement in 
their Nature, and experience no Corruption 
in their Hearts, ſo neither could they ſpeak 
ſo feelingly and affectingly to yours. This 
however is certain, that tho' they are mini- 


who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation t, yet unto us, 
and not unto them, is committed the Mini- 


an Angel was ſent from Heaven to Cornelius 
to comfort him, yet he was directed to ſend} 
for St. Peter, to hear the Word of God at 
his Mouth F. Now then, though weak and 


unworthy 


1 Cor. ix. 16. + 2 Cor. iv. 7. f Heb. i. 14 
| 2 Cor v. 18. $ Ads x. 5, 6. 
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oworthy, yet we are Embaſſadors for 
CHRIST, as though GO D did beſeech you 
ss; ve pray you therefore in CHRIST'S 
ad, be ye reconciled to GOD. 2 Cor. 
1420. 

But, Laftly, Perhaps (for we muſt be 
content to bear Reproach,) ſome of you will 
ay, that by this Craft we have our Wealth *, 
and that it is our Profeſſion and Livelihood 
to ſay theſe Things, though we believe them 
not ourſelves. But do not, my Brethren, go 
on by the Help of ſtudied Objections to re- 
jet the Counſel of GOD againſt yourſelves , 
and to harden your Hearts in Unbelief: For 
we ſpeak that we do know, and teſtify that 
we have felt; for our Faith is not founded on 
meer moral Perſuaſion, but on 1nward Convic- 
tion, and ſupported by Reaſon,” by Scrip- 
ture, by Experience. | 

That none enter into the Prieſ's Office 
nor continue in it, for the Sake of Bread, I 
cannot ſay: But this I am bold to ſay, that 
there are many amongſt us, who would 
preach the ſame Truths, and with the ſame 
Earneſtneſs, though you were to give them 
Stones inſtead of Bread, 


I ſhall now conclude with ſuch an Appli- 
cation, as may ſuit the two different Charac- 
ters of my Hearers, viz, thoſe who have 
been pricked to the Heart, and thoſe who 
have not, 


And 
Acts xix. 25, + Luke vii. 30. 
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And firſt, to thoſe who were never yet 
pricked to the Heart, and thereby led toll 
cry out, What muſt we do to be ſaved? And 
whereas the Word of GOD has been 

quick and powerful, and ſharper than any ty 
edged Sword | to others, it has not had one! 
Edge for them; to whom the Scriptures are 
but as a ſealed Book, or a Tale that is told; 
Preaching but as ſounding Braſs ; receiving the 
Sacrament nothing better than eating Bread 
and drinking Wine ; and the Whole of Re- 
ligious Worthip but a Set of dull dry Forms, 
without Spirit and without Life : Who are 
diligent Seekers after the Things of this Life, 
conſtant Enquirers, What ſhall we do to be 
rich? What ſhall we do to gain the Favour 
of Men, or to make Proviſion for the Fleſh, to 
fulfil the Luſts thereof? — But, What ſhall we 
do to obtain the Pardon of our Sins? What 
ſhall we do to gain an Intereſt in CHRIST, 
and that our Lot may be among the Saints ? 
Theſe are Interrogatories, ſo faintly, if at all, 
inſiſted on, as plainly ſhews, that the Care 
of their Souls 1s the leaſt of their. Concern, 
If any ſuch be here, as I fear there are in 
ſo great a Congregration, How ſhall I addrels 
you ? Shall I ſpeak ſmooth Things, and daub 
with untemper d Mortar *? Shall I ſew Pillows 
to your Arms, that ſo you may ſleep on ſecure- F 
ly? Gop forbid, that I ſhould be thus un- 
faithful to my Truſt, and ſuch an Enemy to 
your 


+ Heb. iv. 12. * Ezek. xiil. 10. 
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your Souls! Bear then with my Plainneſs, 
whilſt I tell you what I think of you; for 
though my Heart is full of Tenderneſs and 
Pity for you, yet my Voice muſt be 4 Voice 
F Terror to you. I think then, be you ne- 
ver ſo rich, or great, or jocund, that you 
are of all Men moji miſerable ; and I would 
not be 1n your Condition for Ten Thouſand 
Worlds ; for if you die in your unconverted 
State, there is not a ſingle Text in Scripture 
that gives you Hopes of eſcaping the Damna- 
tion of Hell, How can you cloſe your Eyes 
to ſleep, when you know not but you may 
open them in everlaſting Burnings? How 
can you walk the Streets without Fear, when 
even a Tile falling from a Houſe may for 
ever ſeparate you from all Poſſibility of work- 
ng out your own Salvation? for all Nature, 
the Elements, and every Creature, is in a 
tate of Hoſtility with the Man that lives at 
Enmity with Gop. Flee then for your Lives, 
0 Sinners; flee for your Souls. But whi- 
ther ſhall you flee? for the horrible Pit 
opzneth wide her Mouth before you ; the 
Avenger of Blood-purſues you at your Heels, 
and the Terrors of the LorD are on your 
Right Hand and on your Left. But yet 
there is a Way to eſcape: Flee to the Lox D 
Jesus CHRIST in the lively Exerciſe of Re- 
pentance and Faith, and He vi deliver you; 
tor He hath the Keys of Hell and of — 
Wt, D an 


.- 4:48] 1 
and ſbutteth and no Man openeth*, He is chef 
true City of Refuge from the Avenger off N 
Blood: And in Him Gop is no longer a con- 
ming Fire, but diſarm'd of his Terrors; for 
in CHRIST He is 4 reconciled GOD, full off 
Peace and Love. 

And now, may this F oli ſhneſs of Preach 
ing be unto you a Means of Spiritual Wiſdom!f 
May the Lok D give Power to the Word off 
his Grace, and fend it home with a Divine 
Efficacy to your Hearts, that you may bel 
pricked to the Quick, and with a ſolicitous 
Earneſtneſs about Soul- Concerns, cry out, 
What ſhall we do to be ſaved? May the Strong 
Man of Sin now in Poſſeſſion of the Houſe 
and whoſe Goods are in Peace +, have his 
Foundations ſhaken, and the Walls wherein 
he truſted be as a tottering Fence | May the 
Devil be Caf out, though it be with rending 
and tearing: And may that Scripture be tul- 
filled in you: e were without CHRIST, 
being Aliens from the Commonwealth of Tjrael, 
and Strangers from the Covenant of Promiſe, 
having no Hope, and without G O in ſbe 
World; but now in CHRIST F ESU®, 
ye who ſome time were far off, are made nigh 
by the Blood of CHRISTt. 

I ſhall conclude with a Word to those, 
who have felt the Power of Goſpel-Ordi- 
pances, ſent home to their Hearts by the 
HoLy SPIRIT, to convince them of i” 

an 


Rev. i. 18, iii, 7. + Luke ix, 21. 4 Eph. ii. 12, 15: 
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nd who come to CyRIsT l/abouring and 
heavy laden under the Remembrance and 
Burden of it, crying out, LORD, What 
a we do fo inherit Eternal Life? And 
now, my Brethren, to ſuch as you are, I 
heartily bid GOD ſpeed, and wiſh you good 
Luck in the Name of the LORD. You have 
turned your Backs on Sin and the World, 
nd ſet your Faces Heavenward : Go on and 
proſper, for the promiſed Land is in full 
View before you; and though the Entrance 


ous into it be ſomewhat difficult, yet be not diſ- 
ut, nayed, neither afraid of the Canaanite, nor 
01788 et of the Swellings of Jordan ; for the Wa- 
ale, ters ſhall divide that you may paſs over in 
hig Gfcty, and under the Command and Conduct 
in of your ſpiritual Joh, even the Lorp 
the jesus Cu RIS T, you ſhall ſhortly fee the 
inge viftorious Banner of the Croſs diſplayed on 
ful. the Battlements of Jericho. Convictions for 
. Sin are indeed troubleſome, but Inſenſibility 
ae in Sin is infinitely dangerous. A wounded 
10%, Conſcience is painful, but a benummed and 
tei hardened Conſcience is deſtructive. Bear 
J then the Chaſtiſement of the Loxp, not only 
gb with Patience, but Thankfulneſs; for whom 
tre LORD loveth, he ſo chaſteneth, and 
ole, ſcourgeth every Son whom he receiveth * : So 
di- ſhall your Sickneſs be not unto Death, but for 
the % Glory of GOD, that the Son of GOD 
-_ may be glorified thereby . 
an 


And 
* Heb. xii, 6. + John xi. 4. 
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Js sus! Amen, and Amen. 
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And now, my dear Brethren, I have del 


 livered to ypu 4 Meſſage of Life and Death; 


and how am I pained for you, leſt youl 
ſhould: chuſe amiſs? But Gop forbid, that! 
you ſhould chuſe Deſtruction, and reſuld 


| Converſion ! May He direct you in your 
Choice, and ſupply the Defects of his Meſ. 


ſengers by the All- powerful Working of hi 
SPIRIT, that you may be pricked i n your! 
Hearts, and cry, What ſhall we do to be 


ſaved? 


And may the Gop of Heaven incline hi 
Ear unto your Cry, and help you, when you 
call upon him! May the LORD Jesvs 
CHRIST waſh away your Sins with his moſt 
precious Blood! And may you be' perfected 
through the Sanctification of the Hory 
Guos tr, that you may obtain the eternal Sal- 
vation of your Souls! Even fo grant, LoRD 


ts 


